
HLQJ�D�VRFLHW\�LQ�FULVLV�LV�QRW�WKH�VDPH�DV�

being a society with “problems”. Prob-
OHPV�DUH� WHPSRUDU\�DQG� VROXEOH��%XW� D�

FULVLV�VHHPV�WR�KLW�PXFK�GHHSHU��7KHUH�

PXVW�EH�VRPHWKLQJ�LQ�WKH�DLU��VRPH�IHHO-
LQJ�WKDW�VRFLHW\�LV�RQ�WKH�EULQN�RI �GLVDV-

WHU��VWDULQJ�LQWR�WKH�DE\VV��,VUDHOLV�YHU\�PXFK�IHHO�WKLV�ZD\��

'LIIHUHQW�SHRSOH�PD\� KDYH� GLIIHUHQW� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV� RI �

WKH�FULVLV��EXW�WKDW�WKH�FULVLV�LV�WKHUH�KDV�EHFRPH�XQGHQL-
DEOH��

,VUDHOLV� IHHO� WKHLU� FRXQWU\� KDV� DW� VRPH� SRLQW� JRQH�

DVWUD\�� 7KH� ORIW\� LGHDOV� HVSRXVHG� E\� LWV� IRXQGHUV� IDGH�

LQWR�PHPRU\� DQG� DUH� FDWDORJHG� DV� XWRSLDQ� DVSLUDWLRQV��

Rather than a model society, “a light unto the nations”, 
,VUDHO� QRZ�GHDOV�ZLWK� SRYHUW\��ZDU�� DQG� D� ORVV�RI � IDLWK�

LQ� WKH� UHDVRQV� IRU� LWV� H[LVWHQFH��6RPH�KDYH�QDPHG� WKLV�

crisis “The Battle for Israel’s Soul”. This is a good way 
WR� GHVFULEH� LW�� EHFDXVH� LW� LPPHGLDWHO\� EULQJV� WR� PLQG�

WKH� ROG� SKLORVRSKLFDO� TXHVWLRQ� UDLVHG� E\�3ODWR� RI � KRZ�

WKH�VRXO�VKRXOG�EH�SURSHUO\�RUGHUHG��,Q�WKH�FODVVLFV�WKH�

TXHVWLRQ�RI �WKH�LQGLYLGXDO·V�VRXO�ZDV�LQVHSDUDEOH�IURP�WKH�

TXHVWLRQ�RI �WKH�EHVW�UHJLPH��DQG�WKHUHIRUH�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�

RI �VRXO�EHFRPHV�D�SROLWLFDO�TXHVWLRQ�RI �WKH�KLJKHVW�RUGHU��

Moreover, as it is in Plato, the “battle for the soul” is also a 
TXHVWLRQ�RI �WKH�SURSHU�HGXFDWLRQ��3ROLWLFV�DQG�HGXFDWLRQ�

DUH�LQVHSDUDEOH��$QG�D�JUHDW�SDUW�RI �WKH�RULJLQV�RI �,VUDHO·V�

FXUUHQW�FULVLV�FDQ�EH�WUDFHG�EDFN�WR�LWV�HGXFDWLRQ�V\VWHP��

The “Battle for Israel’s Soul” will not be fought on the 
JURXQG��EXW�ZLWKLQ�WKH�ZDOOV�RI �DFDGHPLD��

Looking to the intellectual battleÀeld, one could not 
KHOS�QRWLFLQJ�WKH�ULVH�RI �DQ�XQXVXDO�VWDU��+DQQDK�$UHQGW��

7R�DQ�$PHULFDQ�UHDGHU��WKLV�PD\�VRXQG�VXUSULVLQJ��DV�LQ�

America Arendt had been a Àgure much debated and 
GLVFXVVHG� IRU� \HDUV�� 6LQFH�KHU�GHDWK� LQ� ������ DQG�HYHQ�

PRUH�VR�VLQFH�WKH�����·V��$UHQGW�VFKRODUVKLS�KDV�EHHQ�RQ�

D�VWHDG\�LQFUHDVH��QRW�MXVW�LQ�$PHULFD��EXW�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�DV�

D�ZKROH��6WUHHWV�� UHVHDUFK� LQVWLWXWHV�� SUHVWLJLRXV� DZDUGV��

DQG� HYHQ� D� WUDLQ� OLQH� FRQQHFWLQJ�+DQQRYHU� DQG�%HUOLQ�

KDYH�EHHQ�QDPHG� LQ�KHU�KRQRU��$UHQGW·V�UHFHSWLRQ�ZDV�

QRW� DOZD\V� SRVLWLYH� �RQH� QHHG� RQO\� WR� UHPHPEHU� WKH�

KLVWRULDQ�5XVVHOO�-DFRE\·V�FODLP�WKDW�´,I �KHU�VWDU�VKLQHV�VR�

brightly it is because the American intellectual Àrmament 
is so dim”), but criticism of  Arendt does not take away 
from the fact that she is a much-discussed Àgure in the 
DFDGHPLF�ZRUOG��

$UHQGW·V�UHFHSWLRQ�LQ�,VUDHO�ZDV�FRPSOHWHO\�GLIIHUHQW��

8QWLO� WKH� ODWH� ����·V��$UHQGW·V�QDPH�ZDV� ODUJHO\� DEVHQW�

IURP� HLWKHU� SXEOLF� RU� DFDGHPLF� GLVFRXUVH�� 7KHUH� ZHUH�

D�IHZ�LQGLYLGXDO�UHVSRQVHV�WR�KHU������FRYHUDJH�RI �WKH�

(LFKPDQQ�7ULDO��QRWDEO\�E\�GLVWLQJXLVKHG�,VUDHOL�KLVWRULDQ�

-DFRE�7DOPRQ�� EXW� RQ� WKH�ZKROH�� $UHQGW�ZDV� YLUWXDOO\�

LJQRUHG��5HDVRQV�IRU�WKLV�GLVPLVVDO�VHHP�WR�EH�KLVWRULFDO��

$UHQGW�RULJLQDOO\�EHFDPH�SRSXODU�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�����·V��ZLWK�

WKH�SXEOLFDWLRQ�RI �KHU�ERRN�́ 7KH�2ULJLQV�RI �7RWDOLWDULDQLVPµ��

7KH� ZRUOG� DW� WKH� WLPH� ZDV� VWLOO� WU\LQJ� WR� XQGHUVWDQG�

ZKDW�ZDV�KDSSHQLQJ��7KH�6HFRQG�:RUOG�:DU�KDG�HQGHG�

ZLWK�D�UHVRXQGLQJ�YLFWRU\�RI �WKH�$OOLHV�RYHU�WKH�)DVFLVW�

GLFWDWRUVKLS��EXW� D� QHZ� WRWDOLWDULDQ� WKUHDW�ZDV�KRYHULQJ�

RYHU�(XURSH�� WKLV� WLPH� IURP� WKH�&RPPXQLVW� HDVW��7KH�

UHFHQW�GHVWUXFWLRQ�RI �(XURSH·V�-HZV�DW�D�SDFH�DQG�ZLWK�

D� EUXWDOLW\� KLWKHUWR� XQNQRZQ� KDG� PDGH� SHRSOH� WKLQN�

DJDLQ�DERXW�WKH�RULJLQV�RI �HYLO�DQG�KDWUHG��,Q�$VLD��$IULFD�

DQG�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW��QDWLRQV�EHJDQ�WR�UHYROW�DJDLQVW�WKH�

LPSHULDOLVW�FRQTXHURUV�DQG�GHPDQGHG�LQGHSHQGHQFH��́ 7KH�

2ULJLQV�RI �7RWDOLWDULDQLVPµ��GLYLGHG�LQWR�WKH�WKUHH�VHFWLRQV�

“Anti-Semitism”, “Imperialism”, and “Totalitarianism”, 
WLHG� DOO� WKH� NQRWV� WRJHWKHU�� ,W� ZDV� D� WLPHO\� ERRN� WKDW�
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RIIHUHG�D�WLPHO\�DQDO\VLV��%XW�WKHUH�ZDV�VRPHWKLQJ�PRUH�

DERXW�$UHQGW��6KH�RIIHUHG�DQ�HQWLUHO\�QRYHO�ZD\�WR�WKLQN�

DERXW�WKH�ZHVWHUQ�SKLORVRSKLFDO�WUDGLWLRQ��6KH�FKDOOHQJHG�

the hermit-like tendencies that she believed characterized 
SKLORVRSK\��WKH�́ YLWD�

contemplativa”), and 
FDOOHG� RQ� PDQNLQG�

WR�UHYLYH�WKH�WKULYLQJ�

SROLWLFDO� OLIH� RI � WKH�

ancient Greek polis 
(the “vita activa”). 

,Q� DQ� DJH�

FKDUDFWHUL]HG� E\�

UHYROXWLRQV� LQ� WKH�

7KLUG� :RUOG�� DQG�

VWXGHQW� XSULVLQJV� LQ� WKH� ZHVW�� $UHQGW� VHHPHG� PRUH�

UHOHYDQW�WKDQ�HYHU�WR�D�JHQHUDWLRQ�LQ�VHDUFK�RI �D�VSLULWXDO�

leader. Post-modernists who challenged meta-narratives 
ZHUH� IDVFLQDWHG� ZLWK� $UHQGW·V� GHFRQVWUXFWLRQ� RI � WKH�

western philosophical tradition. Post-colonialists were 
GUDZQ� WR�KHU� DQDO\VLV�RI � WKH�RULJLQV� DQG�FRQVHTXHQFHV�

RI �LPSHULDOLVP��0DU[LVWV�DQG�VRFLDOLVWV�ZHUH�V\PSDWKHWLF�

WR� KHU� DQDO\VLV� RI � WKH� UROH� RI � FDSLWDO� DQG� WUDGH� LQ� WKH�

IRUPDWLRQ� RI � JRYHUQPHQW� SROLF\�� DQG� WR� KHU� ZULWLQJV�

DERXW�UHYROXWLRQ��+LVWRULDQV�DQG�VRFLRORJLVWV�ZHUH�GUDZQ�

to her interdisciplinary approach. Anti-communist 
Liberals supported her anti-Soviet rhetoric (as in her 
DUWLFOH�DERXW�WKH������+XQJDULDQ�5HYROW���$QG�OHW�XV�DOVR�

QRW�IRUJHW�WKH�IHPLQLVWV��ZKR�VDZ�LQ�$UHQGW�D�VROH�IHPDOH�

UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�LQ�DQ�DOPRVW�H[FOXVLYHO\�PDOH�SKLORVRSKLFDO�

canon. It is easy to see why Arendt reached an idol-like 
status; a rare position in her Àeld. Yet in Israel things 
ZHUH� GLIIHUHQW�� ,Q� WKH� ����·V� DQG� ¶��·V�� ZKHQ� $UHQGW�

EHFDPH�IDPRXV�IRU�KHU�FULWLTXH�RI �WRWDOLWDULDQLVP��,VUDHO�

ZDV� VWLOO� D� \RXQJ�GHPRFUDF\� GHDOLQJ�ZLWK� TXHVWLRQV�RI �

HVWDEOLVKPHQW��%HIRUH� WXUQLQJ� WR�SKLORVRSK\�� ,VUDHO� VWLOO�

KDG� WR� VHFXUH� LWV� ERUGHUV�� DQG� DFFRPPRGDWH� IRU� WKH�

WKRXVDQGV�RI �UHIXJHHV�WKDW�DUULYHG�HQ�PDVVH�RQ�LWV�VKRUHV��

7KH�SUREOHPV�RI �WKH�KRXU�WRRN�SUHFHGHQFH��DQG�$UHQGW�

UHFHLYHG� YHU\� OLWWOH� DWWHQWLRQ�� LI � DW� DOO�� HYHQ� WKRXJK� VKH�

was already quite well-known.
7KH�FKDQJH�LQ�KHU�VWDWXV�LQ�,VUDHO�FDPH�DERXW�RQO\�LQ�

������ZKHQ�D�VSHFLDO�FRQIHUHQFH�ZDV�GHGLFDWHG�WR�KHU�DW�

WKH�+HEUHZ�8QLYHUVLW\�LQ�-HUXVDOHP��7KHQ��LQ�������KHU�

ERRN�RQ�WKH�(LFKPDQQ�7ULDO�ZDV�WUDQVODWHG�LQWR�+HEUHZ�

for the Àrst time. In 2003, another special conference 
took place, this time at the University of  Tel-Aviv. The 
papers from these Jerusalem and Tel-Aviv conferences 
were published in book-form, and over the years other 
WUDQVODWLRQV�LQWR�+HEUHZ��E\�RU�DERXW�KHU��ZHUH�SXEOLVKHG��

7KHVH�LQFOXGH�$UHQGW·V�ELRJUDSK\��´)RU�/RYH�RI �WKH�:RUOG” 
by Elisabeth Young-Bruehl), her monumental ́ 7KH�2ULJLQV�
RI � 7RWDOLWDULDQLVPµ�� DQG�KHU� VHULHV�RI � OHFWXUHV�RQ�.DQW·V�

SROLWLFDO�SKLORVRSK\��,Q�������HYHQ�D�SOD\�ZDV�SURGXFHG�

EDVHG�RQ�KHU�\RXWKIXO�URPDQFH�ZLWK�+HLGHJJHU��

:DV� ,VUDHO�PHUHO\� FDWFKLQJ� XS�ZLWK�ZKDW� KDV�EHHQ�

FDOOHG� E\� UHQRZQHG� %ULWLVK� KLVWRULDQ� :DOWHU� /DTXHXU�

the “Arendt cult”? Perhaps. Maybe the current crisis is 
PDNLQJ� ,VUDHOLV� ORRN�

IRU� QHZ� VSLULWXDO�

OHDGHUV� ZKHUH� WKH\�

GLG�QRW� ORRN�EHIRUH��

$QG� LQGHHG�� WKHUH�

DUH� JRRG� UHDVRQV� WR�

WXUQ�WR�$UHQGW��$IWHU�

DOO��VKH�LV�FRQVLGHUHG�

RQH�RI �WKH�IRUHPRVW�

-HZLVK� WKLQNHUV�

LQ� WKH� WZHQWLHWK�

FHQWXU\��0RUHRYHU��VKH�LV�RQH�RI �WKH�RQO\�-HZLVK�WKLQNHUV�

IDPRXV� RQ� DQ� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� VFDOH� ZKR� GHGLFDWHG� D�

FRQVLGHUDEOH� DPRXQW�RI �KHU�FRUSXV� WR� WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI �

Jewish Sovereignty, Zionism. Yet there is something 
SUREOHPDWLF�DERXW�,VUDHOLV�WXUQLQJ�WR�$UHQGW�IRU�VSLULWXDO�

OHDGHUVKLS�DW� WKLV�WLPH�RI �FULVLV��$Q�H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI �KHU�

Zionist writings reveal a person terribly conÁicted over 
WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI �-HZLVK�QDWLRQKRRG��7KLV�ZRXOG�QRW�KDYH�

EHHQ� D�SUREOHP� LQ� LWVHOI�� DV�PDQ\� -HZV�KDYH�H[SUHVVHG�

similar anxieties about the Zionist project. The problem is 
that Arendt seems to have allowed her personal conÁicts 
WR�WXUQ�LQWR�D�SROLWLFDO�WKHRU\�WKDW�LV�DW�WLPHV�GHOXVLRQDO��

DQG� DW� WLPHV�TXLWH� YHQRPRXV�� ,W� LV� WKHUHIRUH�GHEDWDEOH�

ZKHWKHU�$UHQGW� LV�UHDOO\� WKH�VSLULWXDO�JXLGH�WKDW� ,VUDHOLV�

QHHG�DW�WKLV�KRXU��

The genesis of  Arendt’s views on Zionism seems to 
EH� LQWULFDWHO\�ERXQG�ZLWK�KHU�ELRJUDSK\��6KH�ZDV�ERUQ�

in 1906 to an assimilated middle-class Jewish home in 
Germany. In 1924 she began studying at the University 
RI � 0DUEXUJ�� ZKHUH� VKH� PHW� WKH� FKDULVPDWLF� 0DUWLQ�

Heidegger. As is well-known by now, the two began an 
DIIDLU�WKDW�ZRXOG�DIIHFW�$UHQGW�GHHSO\�IRU�WKH�UHVW�RI �KHU�

OLIH��,W�HYHQWXDOO\�FDXVHG�KHU�WR�FKDQJH�KHU�SODFH�RI �VWXG\��

WUDQVIHUULQJ�WR�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI �+HLGHOEHUJ��ZKHUH�VKH�

ZURWH�KHU�GRFWRUDO�GLVVHUWDWLRQ�RQ�6DLQW�$XJXVWLQH�XQGHU�

WKH� VXSHUYLVLRQ� RI � WKH� SV\FKRORJLVW� DQG� SKLORVRSKHU�

Karl Jaspers. When the Nazis came to power, Arendt 
HVFDSHG� WR� 3DULV�� ZKHUH� VKH� EHFDPH� FORVH� ZLWK� WKH�

Zionist activist Kurt Blumenfeld. Under Blumenfeld’s 
inÁuence, Arendt started deÀning herself  a Zionist. 
:KLOH� LQ� 3DULV� VKH� DVVLVWHG� -HZLVK� FKLOGUHQ� UHIXJHHV·�

HPLJUDWLRQ� WR� WKH� 0DQGDWH� RI � 3DOHVWLQH� �JRYHUQHG� E\�

%ULWDLQ�DW�WKH�WLPH���DQG�ZURWH�SDPSKOHWV�DGYRFDWLQJ�WKH�

FUHDWLRQ�RI �D�-HZLVK�$UP\�WR�KHOS�LQ�WKH�VWUXJJOH�DJDLQVW�

Nazism. Unfortunately for her, the only ones to express 
interest in her initiative were representatives of  the right-
ZLQJ�,UJXQ�LQ�$PHULFD��ZKRVH�KHOS�VKH�UHMHFWHG��$W�WKH�

VDPH�WLPH��$UHQGW�ZURWH�D�ELRJUDSK\�RI �WKH�-HZLVK�VDORQ�

��

´,Q�WKH�����·V�DQG�¶��·V��ZKHQ�$UHQGW�EHFDPH�

IDPRXV� IRU� KHU� FULWLTXH� RI � WRWDOLWDULDQLVP��

,VUDHO�ZDV�VWLOO�D�\RXQJ�GHPRFUDF\�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�

TXHVWLRQV�RI �HVWDEOLVKPHQW��%HIRUH�WXUQLQJ�WR�

SKLORVRSK\��,VUDHO�VWLOO�KDG�WR�VHFXUH�LWV�ERUGHUV��

DQG� DFFRPPRGDWH� IRU� WKH� WKRXVDQGV� RI �

UHIXJHHV�WKDW�DUULYHG�HQ�PDVVH�RQ�LWV�VKRUHV�µ

+DQQDK�$UHQGW�DQG�WKH�&KDOOHQJH�RI �-HZLVK�6RYHUHLJQW\���:LQWHU�����



KRVWHVV�5DKHO�9DUQKDJHQ��ZKR�FRQYHUWHG�WR�&KULVWLDQLW\�

LQ� DWWHPSW� WR� EH� EHWWHU� DFFHSWHG� E\� $U\DQ� VRFLHW\�� ,Q�

������$UHQGW�UHORFDWHG�WR�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��DQG�EHFDPH�

D�QDWXUDOL]HG�FLWL]HQ�LQ�������,Q������VKH�SXEOLVKHG�´7KH�

2ULJLQV� RI � 7RWDOLWDULDQLVPµ�� ZKLFK� PDGH� KHU� D� SRSXODU�

VSHDNHU� DFURVV� FDPSXVHV� LQ� $PHULFD� DQG� (XURSH�� ,Q�

������ VKH� ZDV� VHQW� RQ� EHKDOI � RI � ´7KH� 1HZ� <RUNHU” to 
UHSRUW�RQ�WKH�(LFKPDQQ�7ULDO��

7KH� VHULHV� RI � UHSRUWV� VKH� SXEOLVKHG� IURP� WKH�

WULDO� FDXVHG� D� ELJ� VFDQGDO� LQ� KHU� UHODWLRQVKLS� ZLWK� WKH�

-HZLVK� FRPPXQLW\�� %XW� WKLV� UHODWLRQVKLS� ZDV� QHYHU�

HDV\��$OWKRXJK�VKH�QHYHU�GHQLHG�EHLQJ�-HZLVK��$UHQGW·V�

YLHZ�RI �KHU�RZQ�-HZLVK� LGHQWLW\�ZDV�UDWKHU�DPELJXRXV��

$FDGHPLFDOO\��DW� OHDVW��$UHQGW�GLGQ·W�UHDOO\�VHHP�WR�WDNH�

DQ� LQWHUHVW� LQ� -HZV�RU� -HZLVK�PDWWHUV�XQOHVV�LW� LQYROYHG�

non-Jews. After all, she wrote her doctoral dissertation 
RQ� D� &KULVWLDQ� VDLQW�� 6KH� ZURWH� D� ELRJUDSK\� RI � D�

-HZHVV�ZKR�FRQYHUWHG� WR�&KULVWLDQLW\� LQ� DWWHPSW� WR� EH�

DFFHSWHG� E\�JHQWLOH� VRFLHW\�� 6KH� DOZD\V�GHDOW�ZLWK� -HZV�

LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI �(XURSHDQ�SKHQRPHQD�²�5RPDQWLFLVP��

Nationalism, Socialism, Nazism, etc. – and as Chicago’s 
3URIHVVRU� RI �+LVWRU\�%HUQDUG�:DVVHUVWHLQ�KDV� UHFHQWO\�

VKRZQ�� KHU� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI � WKH� -HZLVK� FRQGLWLRQ�

LQ�(XURSH� LQ� WKH�PRGHUQ� SHULRG�ZDV� EDVHG�PRVWO\�RQ�

anti-Semitic propaganda. The Eichmann reports merely 
exacerbated an inner conÁict Arendt must have been 
IHHOLQJ� WKURXJKRXW� KHU� OLIH� EHWZHHQ� KHU� -HZLVK� DQG�

German identities. Michael Wyschogrod, professor 
emeritus of  philosophy at City University of  New York, 
ZKR�NQHZ�$UHQGW�SHUVRQDOO\��DWWHVWV�WKDW� $́UHQGW�ZDV�DV�

deeply German as they came, although she did not lack 
a signiÀcant Jewish identity. I suspect, however, that her 
German identity was deeper than her Jewish one”. His 
VXVSLFLRQ�VHHPV�WR�EH�FRUUHFW��$UHQGW�KHUVHOI �ZURWH�DIWHU�

the “Eichmann scandal” that if  she “can be said to ‘have 
come from anywhere’, it is from the tradition of  German 
philosophy”. 

$UHQGW·V�DWWHPSW�WR�GLVWDQFH�KHUVHOI � IURP� WKH�-HZV�

VHHPV� WR�KDYH� WDNHQ� WKH�PRVW� YHQRPRXV� WXUQ�ZKHQ� LW�

FRQFHUQHG� ,VUDHOL� -HZV�� $OWKRXJK� VKH� FRQVLGHUHG� WKH�

judges in the Eichmann Trial to be “the best of  German 
Jewry”, and the prosecuting attorneys “Galicians, but 
still Europeans”, everyone else present at the trial was 
FDVW�DV�EDUEDULF��6KH�ZURWH�WR�KHU�KXVEDQG��´HYHU\WKLQJ�

LV�RUJDQL]HG�E\�D�SROLFH�IRUFH�WKDW�JLYHV�PH�WKH�FUHHSV��

VSHDNV�RQO\�+HEUHZ��DQG�ORRNV�$UDELF��6RPH�GRZQULJKW�

EUXWDO� W\SHV� DPRQJ� WKHP��7KH\�ZRXOG�REH\�DQ\�RUGHU��

$QG�RXWVLGH�WKH�GRRUV��WKH�RULHQWDO�PRE��DV�LI �RQH�ZHUH�

in Istanbul or some other half-Asiatic country”. Indeed, 
KDUVK�� (VSHFLDOO\� LQ� FRPSDULVRQ� ZLWK� KHU� DFFRXQWV�

of  Germany in other letters, where everything was 
ZXQGHUVFK|Q�� WKH� IRUHVWV� ZHUH� EHDXWLIXO�� DQG� WKH� 5KHLQH�

ZDWHUV�FU\VWDO�FOHDU��

%XW�ZK\�VXFK�PDOLFH"�:K\�VXFK�VSLWHIXO�ZRUGV"�:DV�

VKH�GLVWDQFLQJ�KHUVHOI �IURP�WKH�,VUDHOLV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EHWWHU�

GLVWDQFH�KHUVHOI �IURP�WKH�-HZV�LQ�JHQHUDO"�

:H� VKRXOG�QRW�GLVFRXQW� VXFK�DQ�RSWLRQ��)ROORZLQJ�

the “Eichmann controversy”, renowned Kabbalah 
scholar Gerschom Scholem wrote to her saying that 
LW� ERWKHUHG� KLP� VKH� ODFNHG� DQ\� ´/RYH� RI � WKH� -HZLVK�

people”. Surprisingly (or not), Arendt replied that he was 
ULJKW��´,�DP�QRW�PRYHG�E\�DQ\�¶ORYH·�RI �WKLV�VRUW�>«@�,�

KDYH�QHYHU�¶ORYHG·�DQ\�SHRSOH�RU�FROOHFWLYH�²�QHLWKHU�WKH�

German people, nor the French, nor the American, nor 
WKH�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�RU�DQ\WKLQJ�RI �WKDW�VRUW��,�LQGHHG�ORYH�

‘only’ my friends”. But it is one thing to “not love” a 
SHRSOH��:LWK�WKH�,VUDHOLV��KHU�VHQWLPHQWV�VHHP�WR�ERUGHU�

RQ�GRZQULJKW�FRQWHPSW��DQG�VXJJHVW�D�SUHMXGLFH�WKDW�LV�

deep-rooted.
,QGHHG�� ORRNLQJ� RYHU� KHU�ZULWLQJV� IURP� WKH� ����·V�

DQG�HDUO\�����·V�� WKH�\HDUV�EHIRUH� WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI �

the State of  Israel in 1948, and during the Àrst years of  
,VUDHO·V�H[LVWHQFH��RQH�LV�VWUXFN�E\�KRZ�FRQVLVWHQW�$UHQGW·V�

GLVGDLQ�IRU�DQ\WKLQJ�,VUDHOL�UHDOO\�ZDV��6KH�FULWLFL]HG�WKH�

Zionist movement all the way back to its inception in 
WKH� ��WK� FHQWXU\�� DQG� IURP� KHU� GHSLFWLRQ� LW� DSSHDUV�

WKDW� WKH�ZKROH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI � -HZLVK�VRYHUHLJQW\�ZDV�

one protracted catastrophe. She also gave the Zionist 
PRYHPHQW�VHYHUDO�SLHFHV�RI �DGYLFH�RQ�KRZ�WR�DYRLG�WKH�

LPPLQHQW�FDODPLW\�VKH�ZDV�GHVFULELQJ��

8QIRUWXQDWHO\�IRU�KHU��DV�KDSSHQHG�ZLWK�KHU�HDUOLHU�

VXJJHVWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI �D�-HZLVK�$UP\��

her comments were ignored by the Zionist establishment. 
:DV� WKLV� WKH� UHDVRQ� IRU�KHU�DQLPRVLW\�WRZDUGV� ,VUDHOLV"�

:H�FDQQRW�NQRZ� IRU� FHUWDLQ�� %XW�ZH�FDQ� KDUGO\�EODPH�

WKH� ,VUDHOL�HVWDEOLVKPHQW� IRU�QRW�KHHGLQJ�WR�KHU�DGYLFH��

+HU� VXJJHVWLRQV� VHHP� WR�PRYH� RQ� WKH�YHFWRU�EHWZHHQ�

LPSODXVLEOH�RQ�WKH�RQH�KDQG��DQG�EL]DUUH�RQ�WKH�RWKHU��

/HW�XV�WKHQ�WXUQ�WR�H[DPLQLQJ�KHU�DFWXDO�YLHZV�

Norman Podhoretz, who had many conversations 
with Arendt on the subject of  Zionism, summed them 
XS� LQ� KLV�PHPRLU� LQ� WKH� IROORZLQJ�ZD\�� ´:KDW� H[DFWO\�

she wanted I have never been able to ascertain; mainly 
VKH� VHHPHG� LQWHQW� RQ� VKRZLQJ� WKDW� HYHU\RQH� HOVH� ZDV�

wrong”. But let us examine the validity of  his remarks. 
$IWHU�DOO��$UHQGW�ZURWH�D�VHULHV�RI �DUWLFOHV�HOXFLGDWLQJ�KHU�

YLHZV�RQ�WKH�VXEMHFW��

+HU� RSLQLRQV� ZHUH� EDVHG� RQ� WKH� DVVXPSWLRQ�

that the age of  nation-states was about to pass from 
WKH� ZRUOG�� 6KH� EHOLHYHG� WKH� QDWLRQ� VWDWH� ZDV� ´QHLWKHU�

FDSDEOH� RI � SURWHFWLQJ� WKH� H[LVWHQFH� RI � WKH� QDWLRQ�

nor able to guarantee the sovereignty of  the people”, 
DQG� IRU� WKDW� UHDVRQ� WKH� ´SUREOHP�RI � KRZ� WR� RUJDQL]H�

politically” would be solved from that point onwards 
RQO\�WKURXJK�´DGRSWLQJ�HLWKHU�WKH�IRUP�RI �HPSLUH�RU�WKH�

form of  federations”. She wanted to put in place “the 
IXQGDPHQWDOV�RI �DQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FRPPXQLW\��FDSDEOH�RI �

��'SYRXIVTSMRX



SUHVHQWLQJ�DQG�SURWHFWLQJ�WKH�FLYLOL]DWLRQ�RI �WKH�PRGHUQ�

world”, and since she judged the age of  nation-states to 
be over, she rejected the Zionist national solution. She 
accused Zionism of  not being in alignment with history, 
and therefore saw in Zionism an experiment doomed to 
failure, like all attempts at creating nation-states. Writing 
VRPH�\HDUV�EHIRUH�WKH�-HZV� VXFFHHGHG� LQ� HVWDEOLVKLQJ�D�

VWDWH�� DQG� VHYHUDO� GHFDGHV� EHIRUH� ����� EURXJKW� D� QHZ�

wave of  nation-states into being, Arendt predicted 
WKH� LPPLQHQW� GLVDSSHDUDQFH� RI � WKLV� IRUP� RI � SROLWLFDO�

RUJDQL]DWLRQ�� +HU� DQDO\VLV� LV� UHPLQLVFHQW� RI�� DPRQJ�

RWKHUV��9ODGLPLU�/HQLQ��ZKR�DOVR�VSRNH�RI �WKH�HYHQWXDO�

“withering away of  the state”.
But she did not exactly reject Zionism altogether. 

8QOLNH�VRPH�ZKR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH�-HZV�FRXOG�EH�UHVHWWOHG�

LQ�(XURSH�²�VROXWLRQV�SURSRVHG�E\�H[DPSOH�E\�0DKPRXG�

$KPDGLQHMDG�RU�+HOHQ�7KRPDV�²�$UHQGW�GLG�VHH�D�SODFH�

IRU�-HZV�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW��-XVW�QRW�LQ�WKHLU�RZQ�VWDWH��6KH�

believed that the Jewish-Arab question was impossible to 
VROYH�WKURXJK�WKH�QDWLRQDO�IUDPHZRUN��%HLQJ�WKH�SROLWLFDO�

WKHRULVW� WKDW� VKH� FODLPHG� WR� EH�� VKH� WKXV� HPEDUNHG�RQ�

suggesting to the Jews a way to resolve their conÁict with 
WKH� $UDEV��+HU� DGYLFH�ZDV� WR� HPXODWH� WKH� H[DPSOH� RI �

the Soviet model of  settling national conÁicts (!): the 
6RYLHW�8QLRQ·V�´HQWLUHO\�QHZ�DQG�VXFFHVVIXO�DSSURDFK�WR�

nationality conÁicts, its new form of  organizing different 
peoples on the basis of  national equality”. Granted, 
VKH�ZURWH�WKHVH�WKLQJV�LQ�������ZKHQ�WKH�IXOO�H[WHQW�RI �

6RYLHW�DWURFLWLHV�ZDV�QRW�\HW�NQRZQ��%XW�WR�UHFRPPHQG�

WKH�6RYLHW�DSSURDFK�VHHPV�EHZLOGHULQJ��HVSHFLDOO\�IURP�

D�ZRPDQ�ZKR�LQ�D�IHZ�\HDUV�ZRXOG�SXEOLVK�D�ERRN�RQ�

WRWDOLWDULDQLVP�

6KH� WKRXJKW� WKDW� D� JRRG� VROXWLRQ� ZRXOG� EH�

something resembling a “bi-national Palestine State or 
a Jewish Commonwealth”. But we should bear in mind 
that her solution is not that same as the modern bi-
QDWLRQDO� VWDWH� VROXWLRQ�� 5DWKHU�� KHU� LGHDV� UHVHPEOH� WKH�

��WK� FHQWXU\� XWRSLDQ� FRPPXQLWLHV� FRQFHLYHG� E\� 0DU[�

RU�� DJDLQ�� /HQLQ�� $UHQGW� EHOLHYHG� LQ� WKH� HVWDEOLVKPHQW�

of  “local Arab-Jewish committees under the supervision 
and the auspices of  an international authority”, and the 
creation of  a “federated state” governed by “Jewish-Arab 
community councils”. 

,QVWHDG� RI � D� -HZLVK� 6WDWH�� VKH� DGYLVHG� WKH� -HZV� WR�

aspire to construct a “homeland”. In this homeland, 
“local self-government and mixed Jewish-Arab municipal 
DQG�UXUDO�FRXQFLOV��RQ�D�VPDOO�VFDOH�DQG�DV�QXPHURXV�DV�

SRVVLEOH�� DUH� WKH� RQO\� UHDOLVWLF� SROLWLFDO� PHDVXUHV� WKDW�

FDQ� HYHQWXDOO\� OHDG� WR� WKH� SROLWLFDO� HPDQFLSDWLRQ� RI �

Palestine”. Other than this solution, she saw “not a single 
possible solution or proposition” that could solve the 
problems. The use of  the term “realistic” is not meant 
WR�EH�LURQLF�

$UHQGW�LPDJLQHG�D�0LGGOH�(DVW�VLPLODU�LQ�VW\OH�WR�WKH�

(XURSHDQ�PRGHO�RI �LQWHJUDWLRQ�WKDW�ZDV�EHLQJ�HVWDEOLVKHG�

at the time. She advocated the idea of  a “federated state” 
and a “Confederation of  Palestine” that could serve 
DV�PRGHO�QRW�RQO\�IRU�WKH�-HZV�DQG�$UDEV��EXW�DOVR�IRU�

other conÁicts in the Middle East, such as that between 
&KULVWLDQ�/HEDQRQ�DQG�0XVOLP�6\ULD�

,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�PHQWLRQ�WKDW�$UHQGW�DFNQRZOHGJHG�

WKDW� WKHVH� LGHDV� ZHUH� QRW� KHU� RZQ�� 7KHLU� RULJLQV� FDQ�

EH� IRXQG� ZLWK� D� JURXS� RI � -HZLVK� LQWHOOHFWXDOV� ZKR�

HVWDEOLVKHG�DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�JHQHUDOO\�NQRZQ�E\�WKH�QDPH�

of  “Brit Shalom” (The Alliance for Peace). Some of  its 
more well-known members include the aforementioned 
6FKROHP��DQG�DOVR�0DUWLQ�%XEHU��%XW�ZKHUHDV�6FKROHP�

and Buber remained Zionists, Arendt did not. This group 
QHYHU�FRQVLVWHG�RI �PRUH�WKDQ�D�IHZ�GR]HQ�LQWHOOHFWXDOV�

DW�WKH�WLPH��DQG�ZDV�SUHWW\�PXFK�GLVEDQGHG�E\�WKH�ODWH�

1930’s. Nonetheless, despite its brief  life, Brit Shalom 
KDG� HOLFLWHG�ZDYHV� RI � QRVWDOJLD� GLVSURSRUWLRQDWH� WR� LWV�

level of  inÁuence. Here was a group of  Jews sincerely 
FRPPLWWHG�WR�VKDULQJ�WKH�ODQG�ZLWK�WKH�ORFDO�$UDEV��7KH�

fact that their ideas were rejected has served as “proof ” 
to several generations of  left-wing Jews (and others) that 
,VUDHOLV� DUH� MXVW� QRW� LQWHUHVWHG� LQ� SHDFH��0RUH� UHFHQWO\��

DFFODLPHG� JHQGHU� VWXGLHV� SURIHVVRU� -XGLWK� %XWOHU� RI �

%HUNHOH\�H[SUHVVHG�VXFK�LGHDV��%XW�WKLV�QRVWDOJLD�LV�RIWHQ�

DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�VHOHFWLYH�PHPRU\��7KH�UHDVRQ�WKDW�WKH�

group disbanded was not because the mainstream Zionist 
HVWDEOLVKPHQW�UHMHFWHG�WKHP��,W�ZDV�EHFDXVH�RI �WKH�ODFN�

RI �D�VLPLODU�LQLWLDWLYH�RQ�WKH�$UDE�VLGH��

7R�$UHQGW�WKLV�PDWWHUHG�OLWWOH��7KH�VXSSRVHG�UHMHFWLRQ�

of  “Brit Shalom” ideas just proved to her once again the 
horrible trajectory the Zionist movement followed. In her 
GHIHQVH��LW�PXVW�EH�VDLG�WKDW�VKH�DSSOLHG�VHYHUH�FULWLFLVP�

WR�WKH�$UDE�VLGH�DV�ZHOO��6KH�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�ERWK�-HZV�DQG�

Arabs wanted to “Àght it out at any price”; a sign of  
“sheer irrationality”. In contradistinction to her image 
DV� D� GHPRFUDWLF� WKHRULVW�� $UHQGW� H[KLELWHG� DQ� XQXVXDO�

HOLWLVP�DV�IDU�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�ZDV�FRQFHUQHG��6KH�GLG�QRW�

trust the “masses” on either the Arab or Jewish sides. She 
wanted the United Nations to “summon up the courage” 
DQG�DSSHDO�WR�´WKRVH�-HZLVK�DQG�$UDE�LQGLYLGXDOV�ZKR�DW�

SUHVHQW�DUH� LVRODWHG�EHFDXVH�RI �WKHLU�UHFRUGV�DV�VLQFHUH�

believers in Arab-Jewish cooperation”. She appealed to 
WKRVH�IHZ�-HZV�ZKR�´KDYH�VKRZQ�LQ�WKHVH�ELWWHU�GD\V�>L�H��

after 1947, when the U.N. resolution on the partition of  
3DOHVWLQH�ZDV�IROORZHG�E\�D�KRPLFLGDO�FDPSDLJQ�E\�WKH�

$UDEV�DJDLQVW�WKH�ORFDO�-HZV�²�<�2�@� WKDW�WKH\�KDYH� WRR�

PXFK� ZLVGRP� DQG� WRR� JUHDW� D� VHQVH� RI � UHVSRQVLELOLW\�

WR� IROORZ� EOLQGO\� ZKHUH� GHVSHUDWH�� IDQDWLFL]HG� PDVVHV�

would lead them”, and to those “few Arabs who are 
XQKDSS\�DERXW�WKH�LQFUHDVLQJO\�IDVFLVW�FRORUDWLRQ�RI �WKHLU�

national movement”, to negotiate a truce. Yet regardless 
RI � WKH� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� VKH� ODLG� RQ� $UDEV� IRU� EHFRPLQJ�

“increasingly fascist”, it is obvious that she saves the 

�� +DQQDK�$UHQGW�DQG�WKH�&KDOOHQJH�RI �-HZLVK�6RYHUHLJQW\���:LQWHU�����



EODPH�IRU�WKH�SUREOHPV�RI �WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�IRU�WKH�-HZV��

,I �WKH� -HZV�ZHUH�LQ� D�SUHFDULRXV�SRVLWLRQ�� LW�PXVW�KDYH�

EHHQ�EHFDXVH�RI �WKHLU�RZQ�GRLQJ�

Arendt linked Zionism with the three main motifs 
RI � KHU� ´7KH� 2ULJLQV� RI � 7RWDOLWDULDQLVPµ – anti-Semitism, 
LPSHULDOLVP�DQG�WRWDOLWDULDQLVP��,W�VKRXOG�EH�QRWHG�WKDW�

XQOLNH�IXWXUH�FULWLFV�RI �,VUDHO��VKH�H[SOLFLWO\�VWDWHG�WKDW�́ WKH�

building of  a Jewish National Home was not a colonial 
HQWHUSULVH� LQ�ZKLFK�(XURSHDQV�FDPH�WR�H[SORLW� IRUHLJQ�

riches with the help and at the expense of  native labor”. 
Nonetheless, in her articles from the forties she casts 
WKH�ORW�RI �WKH�6WDWH�RI �,VUDHO�ZLWK�WKDW�RI �WKH�FROODSVLQJ�

European imperial powers, as a result of  the Zionist 
adherence to the idea of  the national-state. “Nationalism 
LV� EDG� HQRXJK� ZKHQ� LW� WUXVWV� LQ� QRWKLQJ� EXW� WKH� UXGH�

IRUFH�RI �WKH�QDWLRQ��$�QDWLRQDOLVP� WKDW�QHFHVVDULO\� DQG�

DGPLWWHGO\�GHSHQGV�XSRQ�WKH�IRUFH�RI �D�IRUHLJQ�QDWLRQ�LV�

certainly worse”. But what “foreign nation” was she talking 
DERXW"�7KH�%ULWLVK��ZKR�ZHUH�UXOLQJ�3DOHVWLQH�DW�WKH�WLPH��

PRVW� FHUWDLQO\� GLGQ·W�

KHOS�WKH�-HZV�HVWDEOLVK�

D�VWDWH��7KH�$PHULFDQV�

GLGQ·W�HLWKHU��7KH�RQO\�

RQHV�ZKR�VXSSOLHG�WKH�

-HZV� ZLWK� ZHDSRQV�

ZHUH�WKH�6RYLHWV��ZKR�

SHUFHLYHG� WKH� -HZV� WR�

EH�D�EXOZDUN�DJDLQVW�:HVWHUQ�LPSHULDOLVP�

,W�VHHPV�WKDW�$UHQGW�ZDV�FDXJKW�LQ�WKH�IRUFH�RI �KHU�

RZQ�UKHWRULF��DQG�IRU�WKDW�UHDVRQ�VKH�ZDV�QRW�DVKDPHG�WR�

designate this nascent democracy “totalitarian”. In May 
������ MXVW� EHIRUH� WKH� SURFODPDWLRQ� RI � LQGHSHQGHQFH��

$UHQGW� GHVFULEHG� WKH� JHQHUDO� DWPRVSKHUH� LQ� ,VUDHO� DV�

WKDW� ZKHUH� ´WHUURULVP� DQG� WKH� JURZWK� RI � WRWDOLWDULDQ�

methods are silently tolerated and secretly applauded”. 
<HV��WKHUH�ZDV�WHUURULVP��%XW�WKHUH�ZDV�DOVR�SHUVHFXWLRQ�

of  Jewish extremists by the ofÀcial Zionist bodies. There 
was also the World Zionist Congress’ condemnation of  
WHUURULVW�PHWKRGV�IURP������RQZDUGV��$UHQGW·V�UHPDUNV�

WKXV�SXUSRVHIXOO\�FUHDWH�D�ZURQJ�LPSUHVVLRQ��7KH�XVH�RI �

“terrorism” is especially important in Arendt’s distinction 
EHWZHHQ�WRWDOLWDULDQLVP�DQG�SUHYLRXV�IRUPV�RI �W\UDQQ\��

$QRWKHU� LPSRUWDQW� GLIIHUHQFH� LV� WKDW� LQ� WRWDOLWDULDQ�

UHJLPHV��WKHUH�LV�D�SHUYDVLYH�VHQVH�RI �VHHLQJ�HYHU\WKLQJ�

in terms of  all-or-nothing, or us-against-them. In 1948 
VKH�GHVFULEHG� WKH� -HZLVK�SRSXODWLRQV� LQ� ERWK� 3DOHVWLQH�

DQG�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DV�VLPLODUO\�HQWUDSSHG�ZLWKLQ�WKHLU�

black-or-white view of  the world. She describes as them 
as “essentially in agreement” on the following idea: that 
´WKH�PRPHQW�KDV�QRZ�FRPH�WR�JHW�HYHU\WKLQJ�RU�QRWKLQJ��

victory or death”. 
7R� PDNH� PRUH� H[SOLFLW� WKH� WRWDOLWDULDQ� LPDJH� RI �

,VUDHO�� VKH� RIWHQ� FRPSDUHG� WKH� QDVFHQW� VWDWH� ZLWK� WKH�

ancient Greek city-state Sparta. The use of  this imagery 

was not uncommon among critics of  Zionism. Nor 
was it uncommon among Germans trained in the 
SKLORVRSKLFDO�WUDGLWLRQ�WR�EH�XVLQJ�V\PEROV�IURP�$QFLHQW�

Greece. Could Arendt not tell the difference between a 
GHPRFUDWLF�UHSXEOLF�DQG�D�6SDUWD"�0RUH�WKDQ�LW�H[KLELWV�

DQ�DODUPLQJ�UHODSVH�LQWR�GHPDJRJXHU\��LW�LV�HYLGHQFH�RI �D�

IDXOW\�SROLWLFDO�VFLHQWLVW�

Arendt accused the Zionist movement of  being 
HOLWLVW�� FRPSOHWHO\� GHWDFKHG� IURP� WKH� (DVW� (XURSHDQ�

Jewish “masses”. It is ironic that Arendt does so, because 
LQ�KHU�´2ULJLQV�RI �7RWDOLWDULDQLVPµ��VKH�GRHV�WKH�H[DFW�VDPH�

WKLQJ�� ,Q�´2ULJLQV� RI � 7RWDOLWDULDQLVPµ� WKH� (DVW�(XURSHDQ�

-HZV�DUH�FRPSOHWHO\�DEVHQW��-HZV�DUH�DOO�SRUWUD\HG�DV�ULFK��

bourgeois, western European bankers, Ànanciers, and 
FRXUWLHUV��

A good illustration of  such a self-satisÀed Jew 
would be the founding father of  the Zionist movement, 
7KHRGRUH� +HU]O�� ZKRP� $UHQGW� GHVFULEHV� DV� EHLQJ� D�

Jewish “parvenu”, 
RQH�´ZKR�PXVW�FOLPE�

E\�IUDXG�LQWR�D�VRFLHW\��

D� UDQN�� D� FODVV�� QRW�

theirs by birthright”. 
7KLV� FDWHJRU\� ZDV�

FRQWUDVWHG� ZLWK� WKH�

Jewish “pariah”. Both 
“parvenu” and “pariah” were the types of  Jews that 
came out of  the Jewish Emancipation. The “pariah” on 
WKH� RWKHU� KDQG�� ZDV� HSLWRPL]HG� E\� WKH� -HZLVK� )UHQFK�

anarchist journalist Bernard Lazare. The “pariah” was 
a revolutionary Àghting for the liberation of  his people 
while Àghting for the emancipation of  humanity in 
JHQHUDO��

$UHQGW� HPSKDVL]HG� WKDW� EHWZHHQ� WKH� WZR� W\SHV�

was an unbridgeable gulf. One was “universalist” in his 
worldview, the other a “particularist”. Arendt obviously 
identiÀed more with the “pariah” than with the “parvenu”. 
She abhorred the Herzl-ian Zionist model. She believed 
that under Herzl, Zionism betrayed its “revolutionary” 
destiny. In its stead, she offered her own Zionist model, 
a “Lazare-ian” one. She explained that whilst for Lazare, 
“the territorial question was secondary”. Lazare sought 
“real comrades-in-arms, whom he hoped to Ànd among 
all the oppressed groups of  contemporary Europe”. A 
Lazare-ian Zionism meant “[organizing] the Jewish people 
LQ�RUGHU�WR�QHJRWLDWH�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI �D�JUHDW�UHYROXWLRQDU\�

movement”. Arendt believed that since Lazare quit the 
Zionist Organization in 1899, “no ofÀcial Zionist leader 
dared to side with the revolutionary forces in Europe” (As 
:DOWHU�/DTXHXU� ULJKWO\� DVNV��:KDW� ´JUHDW� UHYROXWLRQDU\�

movement”? What “revolutionary forces”?)
Arendt saw Zionism as instituted on two lies. The Àrst 

was anti-Semitism, which Arendt saw as more of  a Zionist 
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´5DWKHU�WKDQ�IRFXV�RQ� WKH�UHDO�SHUSHWUDWRUV�

RI �WKH�JHQRFLGH��$UHQGW�LQVLVWHG�WKDW�ZHUH�LW�

QRW�IRU�WKHVH�-HZLVK�OHDGHUV��WKH�1D]LV�ZRXOG�

QRW� KDYH� EHHQ� DEOH� WR� FDUU\� RXW� WKHLU� SODQ�

with such efÀciency.”



REVHVVLRQ�WKDQ�D�UHDO�SUREOHP��,W�ZDV�RQO\�DQ�H[FXVH��DQG�

LWV� H[LVWHQFH�ZDV�RYHUVWDWHG�E\�+HU]O� LQ�RUGHU� WR� IRUFH�

D� IDOVH�VHQVH�RI � FROOHFWLYH�FRQVFLRXVQHVV�RQ� WKH� -HZLVK�

SHRSOH��6KH�VDZ�+HU]O�DV�EHLQJ�XQUHDVRQDEO\�REVHVVHG��

even though by Herzl’s own time “the anti-Semites he 
KDG� LQ� YLHZ� ZHUH� KDUGO\� H[WDQW� DQ\PRUH� ²� RU� LI � WKH\�

were, they no longer determined anti-Semitic politics”. 
$UHQGW� FODLPHG� WKDW�

the Zionist belief  that 
“all Gentiles are anti-
6HPLWLF��DQG�HYHU\ERG\�

DQG� HYHU\WKLQJ� LV�

against the Jews” is 
QR� PRUH� WKDQ� ´SODLQ�

racist chauvinism”, 
DQG� ´GRHV� QRW� GLIIHU�

IURP� RWKHU� PDVWHU�

race theories”. 
7KH� VHFRQG�

OLH� FRQFHUQV� WKH� RULJLQV� RI � WKH� -HZLVK� SHRSOH�� $UHQGW�

H[SUHVVHG�RSLQLRQV� WKDW�KDYH�EHFRPH�FRPPRQSODFH� LQ�

RXU� WLPH�� WKDW� WKH� -HZV� ZHUH� DQ� HVVHQWLDOO\� (XURSHDQ�

SHRSOH��$Q\�RWKHU�FODLPV�ZHUH��WR�KHU��DEVXUG�� $́PRQJ�

all the misconceptions harbored by the Zionist 
movement because it had been inÁuenced so strongly 
by anti-Semitism, this false notion of  the non-European 
character of  the Jews has had probably the most far-
UHDFKLQJ�DQG� WKH�ZRUVW� FRQVHTXHQFHV�� >«@� ,QGHHG�� WKH�

DWWHPSWV�ZHUH� QXPHURXV� WR� LQWHUSUHW� -HZLVK� KLVWRU\� DV�

WKH�KLVWRU\�RI �DQ�$VLDWLF�SHRSOH�WKDW�KDG�EHHQ�GULYHQ�E\�

PLVIRUWXQH�LQWR�D�IRUHLJQ�FRPLW\�RI �QDWLRQV�DQG�FXOWXUH�

ZKHUHLQ��UHJDUGHG�DV�WKH�HWHUQDO�VWUDQJHU��LW�FRXOG�QHYHU�

feel at home”. By secluding themselves, the Jews had 
broken “the necessary solidarity of  European peoples”. 
<HW�DQ�DVWXWH�REVHUYHU�RI �KXPDQ�DIIDLUV�DV�$UHQGW�ZRXOG�

VXUHO\�KDYH�QRWLFHG�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�VXFK�VROLGDULW\��,Q�

fact, a few years earlier, the “European peoples” went 
WR�ZDU��SURYLQJ�KRZ�PXFK� VROLGDULW\�WKH\�IHOW�ZLWK�RQH�

DQRWKHU��:DV�$UHQGW�EODPLQJ�WKH�-HZV�IRU�WKDW"�

$UHQGW·V�FDVWLQJ�RI � WKH�-HZV�DV�D�(XURSHDQ�SHRSOH�

PD\�KDYH�KDG�WR�GR�ZLWK�KHU�RZQ�SHUVRQDO�GLVFRPIRUW��

DV�QRWHG�HDUOLHU��%XW�LW�LV�XQIRUWXQDWH�WKDW�$UHQGW�OHW�KHU�

SHUVRQDO� IHHOLQJV�JHW� LQ� WKH�ZD\�RI �SURSHU�VFKRODUVKLS��

6KH�HYHQ�GLG�VR�ZLWK�KHU�UHSRUWV�RQ�WKH�(LFKPDQQ�7ULDO��

ZKHUH�LW� VHHPV�WKDW�KHU�GLVWDVWH�IRU�WKH� ,VUDHOLV�SXVKHG�

KHU� WRZDUGV� H[WUHPH� PLVUHSUHVHQWDWLRQV� RI � ZKDW� KDG�

KDSSHQHG�GXULQJ�WKH�+RORFDXVW�

7KH� UHVXOWLQJ� ERRN�� ´(LFKPDQQ� LQ� -HUXVDOHPµ�� UDLVHG�

two important claims. The Àrst is regarding the role of  
the Judenräte, the Jews that were selected by the Nazis 
to serve as “local leaders”. Rather than focus on the real 
SHUSHWUDWRUV�RI �WKH�JHQRFLGH��$UHQGW�LQVLVWHG�WKDW�ZHUH�

it not for these Jewish leaders, the Nazis would not have 
been able to carry out their plan with such efÀciency. 

%XW�ZK\�GHGLFDWH�VR�PXFK�RI �KHU�WKHVLV�WR�WKLV�TXHVWLRQ"�

:KDW�GRHV� WKLV�KDYH� WR�GR�ZLWK�(LFKPDQQ·V�JXLOW"�:DV�

VKH�VXJJHVWLQJ�WKH�-HZV�ZHUH�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKHLU�RZQ�

H[WHUPLQDWLRQ"

$UHQGW� VHHPV� WR� KDYH� FRPH� WR� ,VUDHO� ZLWK� WKH�

LQWHQWLRQ� RI � H[RQHUDWLQJ� (LFKPDQQ�� DQG� SXWWLQJ� WKH�

,VUDHOL� HVWDEOLVKPHQW� RQ� WULDO��7KLV� OHDGV� WR�KHU� VHFRQG�

FODLP�� ZKLFK� ZDV�

more “philosophical”. 
$UHQGW� FODLPHG� WKDW�

(LFKPDQQ� ZDV� QR�

PRUH� WKDQ� D� VLPSOH�

EXUHDXFUDW� ZKR�

carefully Àlled the 
RUGHUV� KH� ZDV� JLYHQ��

DQG� ZDV� WKHUHIRUH�

XQGHVHUYLQJ� RI � WKH�

,VUDHOL�FKDUDFWHUL]DWLRQ�

RI � KLP� DV� D�PRQVWHU��

,W� DSSHDUV� WKDW� IRU�$UHQGW�� WKH� WUXH� FULPLQDOV�ZHUH� WKH�

Jewish community leaders and the Zionists. If  it were not 
IRU� WKHP��(LFKPDQQ�FRXOG�QRW�KDYH�H[HFXWHG�KLV�SODQV�

ZLWK�VXFK�HIIHFWLYHQHVV��7KXV�$UHQGW·V�UHQGLWLRQ�RI �WKH�

Holocaust led to a sort of  “role-reversal”. The victims 
ZHUH� VXGGHQO\� WKH� SHUSHWUDWRUV�� DQG� WKH� SHUSHWUDWRUV�

ZHUH�WKH�YLFWLPV��

But Eichmann was not “banal” at all. Eichmann’s 
JUHDWHVW� FULPH�� WKH� PXUGHU� RI � WHQV� RI � WKRXVDQGV� RI �

+XQJDULDQ�-HZV��ZDV�FRPPLWWHG�LQ�GLUHFW�GLVREHGLHQFH�RI �

KLV�FRPPDQGHU�²�+HLQULFK�+LPPOHU��KHDG�RI �WKH�66��7KLV�

IDFW�DORQH�VKRZV�WKDW�(LFKPDQQ�ZDV�IXOO\�DZDUH�RI �ZKDW�

KH�ZDV�GRLQJ��DQG�ZDV�QRW�PHUHO\�REH\LQJ�RUGHUV��7KLV�

HSLVRGH�KDSSHQHG�GXULQJ�WKH�ODVW�GD\V�RI �WKH�7KRXVDQG�

<HDU�5HLFK��ZKHQ�HYLGHQFH�RI �WKH�-HZV·�DQQLKLODWLRQ�KDG�

WR�EH�KLGGHQ�DZD\��(LFKPDQQ�LJQRUHG�WKH�GLUHFWLYH��DQG�

DYHUWHG�WKH�UHVRXUFHV�WR�FRPPLWWLQJ�PRUH�DWURFLWLHV��$V�

,VUDHOL�KLVWRULDQ�(OFKDQDQ�<HNLUD�SRLQWV�RXW�� WKLV�IDFW� LV�

PLVVLQJ�IURP�$UHQGW·V�UHSRUWV�

$V�FDQ�EH�JDWKHUHG��LW�WKXV�EHFRPHV�YHU\�SUREOHPDWLF�

IRU�,VUDHOLV�WR� ORRN�XS�WR�$UHQGW�DV�D�VSLULWXDO� OHDGHU�DW�

WKLV� WLPH� RI � FULVLV��8QVXUSULVLQJO\�� WKH� PDMRULW\� RI � WKH�

SHRSOH�LQYROYHG�LQ�SXEOLVKLQJ�KHU�ZRUNV�LQ�,VUDHO�FRQVLGHU�

WKHPVHOYHV�WR�EHORQJ�WR�WKH�LQWHOOHFWXDO�FXUUHQW�NQRZQ�DV�

“post-Zionism”, which openly avows a commitment to 
the “dismantling” of  Israel. 

.QRZQ� JHQHUDOO\� IRU� LWV� FULWLTXH� RI � WKH� -HZLVK�

national project, post-Zionism emerged in the 1980’s 
DQG� ����·V� DV� D� UHVXOW� RI � QDWLRQDO� DQG� LQWHUQDWLRQDO�

political developments, as well as the rise of  other “post-
national” ideologies in other parts of  the world. Post-
QDWLRQDOLVW�LGHRORJLHV�VXSSRUW�YDOXHV�WKDW�DUH�FRQVLGHUHG�

“universalistic” in nature. They seek to undermine 
the nation-state as the fundamental political unit of  

��

´,W�WKXV�EHFRPHV�YHU\�SUREOHPDWLF�IRU�,VUDHOLV�

WR�ORRN�XS�WR�$UHQGW�DV�D�VSLULWXDO�OHDGHU�DW�WKLV�

WLPH�RI �FULVLV��8QVXUSULVLQJO\��WKH�PDMRULW\�RI �

WKH�SHRSOH�LQYROYHG�LQ�SXEOLVKLQJ�KHU�ZRUNV�

LQ�,VUDHO�FRQVLGHU�WKHPVHOYHV�WR�EHORQJ�WR�WKH�

LQWHOOHFWXDO�FXUUHQW�NQRZQ�DV�¶SRVW�=LRQLVP·��

ZKLFK� RSHQO\� DYRZV� D� FRPPLWPHQW� WR� WKH�

¶GLVPDQWOLQJ·�RI �,VUDHO�µ

+DQQDK�$UHQGW�DQG�WKH�&KDOOHQJH�RI �-HZLVK�6RYHUHLJQW\���:LQWHU�����



VRYHUHLJQW\�DQG�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�RUGHU��,Q�WKH�QDPH�RI �

“freedom from repression” and “multiculturalism”, post-
QDWLRQDOLVWV� VWULYH� WRZDUGV� WKH� FRQVWUXFWLRQ� RI � D� QHZ�

world order based on international, non-governmental 
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�� WKDW� ZLOO� EH� IUHH� IURP� WKH� W\UDQQ\� DQG�

QDWLRQDO�FKDXYLQLVP�VXSSRVHGO\�HVSRXVHG�E\�WKH�FXUUHQW�

nation-state system. Post-nationalists’ empathy is often 
to be found with minorities or “small nations”, against 
larger, well-established states. 

Post-Zionists accepted the tenets of  post-nationalism 
and applied them to the Middle East conÁict. The basis 
RI � WKHLU� LGHRORJLFDO� VWUXJJOH� LV� QRW� WKH� HVWDEOLVKPHQW�

RI � DQ� LQGHSHQGHQW� 3DOHVWLQLDQ� 6WDWH�� EXW� UDWKHU� WKH�

GLVPDQWOHPHQW� RI � WKH� H[LVWLQJ� RQH� LQ� WKH� QDPH� RI �

“universalist” principles. Unlike other post-national 
ideologies, post-Zionism boasts openly of  a combative 
GRJPD�LQWHQGHG�WR�GHVWUR\�WKH�6WDWH�RI �,VUDHO�DV�LW�QRZ�

exists. Uri Ram, a sociologist at Ben-Gurion University 
in Israel, largely recognized as one of  post-Zionism’s 
founding fathers, deÀned post-Zionism as a “political-
FXOWXUDO�SURMHFW�>WKDW�HQWDLOV@�DQ�LGHDO�DQG�SROLWLFDO�VWUXJJOH�

to change the Israeli collectivist identity”. And j�OD�JXHUUH�
FRPPH�j�OD�JXHUUH, post-Zionists have resorted to the use 
of  “weapons”. One such weapon is the “enlisting” of  
the Holocaust in the name of  Palestinian rights. Post-
Zionism sees the Palestinian struggle for independence 
DV� SDUW� RI � WKH� JHQHUDO�7KLUG�:RUOG� $ZDNHQLQJ� GXULQJ�

the mid-twentieth century. The only reason Palestinian 
VWDWHKRRG� GLG� QRW� FRPH� DERXW� ZDV� EHFDXVH� RI � WKH�

+RORFDXVW�� ZKLFK� GLVUXSWHG� WKH� QDWXUDO� GHFRORQL]DWLRQ�

process. Post-Zionists therefore continuously belittle the 
importance of  the Holocaust. In addition, post-Zionists 
“imported” into Israel the “imagined communities” 
GLVFRXUVH� PDGH� IDVKLRQDEOH� LQ� WKH� ODVW� IHZ� GHFDGHV��

7KH\�FODLP�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�-HZLVK�3HRSOH�DV�VXFK��DQG�

WKHUHIRUH�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�FRQQHFWLRQ�WR�WKH�/DQG�RI �,VUDHO�

LV�D�PHUH�LPSHULDOLVWLF�H[FXVH��8QGRXEWHGO\��WKH�RULJLQDO�

��WK century Zionist Movement shared many traits in 
FRPPRQ�ZLWK� RWKHU�(XURSHDQ�QDWLRQDO�PRYHPHQWV�RI �

WKH�HUD��%XW�WR�VD\�WKDW� WKH� -HZLVK�3HRSOH�GLG�QRW� H[LVW�

beforehand? Centuries of  anti-Semitic propaganda will 
easily refute such a claim. The very etymology of  “Jew” 
– one from Judea – should prompt some reÁection. For 
FHQWXULHV�WKH�6HPLWLF�RULJLQ�RI �WKH�-HZV�ZDV�QRW�GRXEWHG��

Narratives claiming the European origins of  Jews only 
emerged within the past century, by anti-Zionists such 
DV�$UWKXU�.RHVWOHU��+DQQDK�$UHQGW��DQG�UHFHQWO\�,VUDHOL�

historian Shlomo Zand. One however must note the irony 
of  how within a hundred years, anti-Semitic discourse 
changed from the battle-cry “Jews go back to Palestine!” 
to “Jews get out of  Palestine!”

7KXV� LW� LV� HDV\� WR� VHH�ZK\� LQ� DQ� LQWHOOHFWXDO� EDWWOH�

such as this, one of  the post-Zionists’ weapon of  choice 

LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV�LV�+DQQDK�$UHQGW��7KH\�PXVW�VHH�LQ�KHU�

DQ� HDUO\� IRUHUXQQHU� RI � PDQ\� RI � WKHLU� RZQ� FODLPV�� ,Q�

$UHQGW·V�ERRN�RQ�(LFKPDQQ��WKH�VKLIW�RI �IRFXV�IURP�WKH�

Nazi genocide to Jewish accountability serves exactly the 
SXUSRVH�RI �EHOLWWOLQJ�WKH�+RORFDXVW�� ,Q�$UHQGW·V�FODLPV�

about the Jews’ European origins they Ànd justiÀcation 
for claiming that Jews are an “imagined community”. In 
Arendt’s “universalist” ethic, post-Zionists Ànd support 
IRU� WKHLU� RZQ� DQDUFKLVWLF� LGHRORJ\�� %XW� DERYH� DOO�� KHU�

hostility to Zionism made Arendt a welcome member of  
WKH� FOXE�� UHJDUGOHVV� RI � WKH� UHDO� PHULW� RI � KHU� RSLQLRQV��

$Q� HYDOXDWLRQ� RI � WKRVH� RSLQLRQV�� KRZHYHU�� LV� FOHDUO\�

QHFHVVDU\��HVSHFLDOO\�E\�,VUDHOLV�

Naturally, the publication of  Arendt’s writings in 
+HEUHZ�LV�QRW�D�SUREOHP�LQ�LWVHOI��'LYHUVLW\�RI �RSLQLRQ�LV�

ZHOFRPH��7KH�SUREOHP�LV�WKDW� LQ�,VUDHO�WKHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�

YHU\�IHZ�YRLFHV�ZKR�KDYH�WDNHQ�XS�FKDOOHQJLQJ�$UHQGW·V�

RSLQLRQV��7KLV� LV� WKH�PDUN� RI � D� FULVLV��RI � D�GHPRFUDF\�

WKDW� LV� XQDEOH� WR� GHIHQG� LWVHOI�� $QG� LW� LV� XQIRUWXQDWH��

EHFDXVH� DV� IDU� DV� $UHQGW� LV� FRQFHUQHG�� WKHUH� LV� SOHQW\�

WR� FULWLFL]H��$SDUW�IURP�KHU�EL]DUUH� VXJJHVWLRQ� WKDW� WKH�

-HZV�DQG�$UDEV�HPXODWH�WKH�6RYLHW�8QLRQ��ZH�PXVW�DVN�

ourselves why her ideas about Zionism fare any better 
WKDQ� WKH�RQHV� WKDW�ZHUH�DGRSWHG� LQ�SUDFWLFH��7KH�6WDWH�

RI �,VUDHO�KDV�H[LVWHG�QRZ�IRU�QHDUO\�VHYHQ�GHFDGHV��DQG�LW�

PDQDJHG�WR�WXUQ�D�QDWLRQ�RI �UHIXJHHV�LQWR�D�PHPEHU�RI �

WKH� IDPLO\�RI �QDWLRQV� �DGPLWWHGO\��D�IDPLO\�WKDW�KDV�QRW�

DOZD\V�EHHQ�NHHQ�RQ�DFFHSWLQJ�KHU���'HVSLWH�DOO�WKH�ZRHV�

²�DQG�WKHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�SOHQWLIXO�²�RQH�ZRXOG�EH�SUHVVHG�

to Ànd someone claiming that the lot of  the Jews had 
DFWXDOO\�ZRUVHQHG� LQ� WKH�SDVW� FHQWXU\��6RPH�PD\�FODLP�

WKDW� -HZLVK� VRYHUHLJQW\� FRXOG� RQO\� EH� DFKLHYHG� ZKLOVW�

VXSSUHVVLQJ� RWKHUV·� QDWLRQDO� DVSLUDWLRQV�� 3HUKDSV�� %XW�

RQH�VKRXOG�DOVR�DVN��ZK\�DUH�WKH�-HZV�DQ\�OHVV�GHVHUYLQJ�

RI �D�VWDWH�WKDQ�DQ\�RWKHU�JURXS"

7R� FRPEDW� WKH� FXUUHQW� FULVLV�� SHUKDSV� LW� ZRXOG� EH�

better to turn away from the “universalist” discourse, 
DQG�UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�RULJLQDO�WH[WV�WKDW�LQVSLUHG�WKH�-HZV�WR�

end the two thousand years exile. “Universalism” may 
QRW� QHFHVVDULO\� EULQJ� DERXW� WKH� XQPLWLJDWHG� EOHVVLQJ�

WKDW� LWV� VXSSRUWHUV� FODLP� IRU� LW��$QG� WKLV� VKRXOG� EH� DQ�

argument taken up not merely with post-Zionists, but in 
RXU�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI �$UHQGW�KHUVHOI�

7R� SURYH� WKLV� SRLQW�� OHW� XV� ORRN� RQFH� DJDLQ� DW�

Arendt’s proposal to adopt a Zionism based on the ideas 
RI �%HUQDUG�/D]DUH��UDWKHU�WKDQ�7KHRGRUH�+HU]O·V��7R�WKH�

ODWWHU�WKHUH�H[LVWV�D�PRQXPHQW�LQ�WKH�VKDSH�RI �D�VWDWH�WKDW�

KDV�FRQVLVWHQWO\�GHIHQGHG� LWV�SHRSOH�IURP�H[SHULHQFLQJ�

DQRWKHU�+RORFDXVW��7R� WKH� IRUPHU� WKHUH�ZDV� HUHFWHG� D�

SXEOLF� VTXDUH� LQ�3DULV� LQ� ������$QG� LQ� VXFK� D� OLJKW�� LQ�

HVVHQFH��LV�KRZ�ZH�VKRXOG�YLHZ�$UHQGW·V�UHPDUNV�
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